
Key Themes and concepts - Progression within Geography 

Within our Geography curriculum, there are five broad themes:  
Locational Knowledge, Place Knowledge, Human and Physical Geography and Geographical Skills and Fieldwork. 
Children visit these themes at different times on their journey through the school, as part of their topics.  
Fieldwork: This will be explained further in our Fieldwork and Map work skills progression 

Locational Knowledge                     Place Knowledge Human Geography Physical Geography 
Geographical Skills and 

Fieldwork  

 
YR All about me 

Thornbury and where I live 
YR All about me 

Thornbury and where I live 
YR All about me 

Thornbury and where I live 
YR All about me 

Autumn walk observations 

YR Celebrations 
Celebrations around the world 

YR Celebrations 
Celebrations around the world 

   

YR The world around us 
Comparing climates and 

locations 

YR The world around us 
Comparing climates and 

locations 
   

    
YR Changing environments 

Our school grounds 

 
Y1 Me and My World  
The place where I live 

Y1 Me and My World  
Identify and locate human 
features in and around my 

school 

Y1 Me and My World  
Identify and locate physical 
features in and around my 

school 

Y1 Me and My World  
Fieldwork in the school 

grounds 

 
Y1 Brilliant Brunel  

Places near to where I live 

Y1 Brilliant Brunel  
Identify and locate human 
features in my nearest city 

Y1 Brilliant Brunel  
Identify and locate physical 
features in my nearest city 

Y1 Brilliant Brunel  
School visit to SS Great Britain 

in city of Bristol  
Fieldwork next to my school 

Y1 Castles and Dragons  
UK countries and capitals  

 

Y1 Castles and Dragons  
Castles and other prominent 

landmarks in each of the UK’s 
capitals/countries 

Y1 Castles and Dragons  
Prominent physical features of 

each UK country  

Y1 Castles and Dragons  
UK countries and capitals, 

buildings 

  
 Y1 Dinosaur Discovery 

Pangaea 
 

Y2 Living in London 
Studying a city 

Y2 Living in London 
Studying a city 

Y2 Living in London 
Studying a city 

 
Y2 Living in London 

Studying a city 



Y2 Why don’t penguins live in 
the North Pole? 

Contrasting Geography and 
climate 

  

Y2 Why don’t penguins live in 
the North Pole? 

Contrasting Geography and 
climate 

Y2 Why don’t penguins live in 
the North Pole? 

Contrasting Geography and 
climate 

    
Y2 Flying High 

Places of significance 

Y2 What is it like to live in 
Uganda? 

A contrasting locality 

Y2 What is it like to live in 
Uganda? 

A contrasting locality 

Y2 What is it like to live in 
Uganda? 

A contrasting locality 
 

Y2 What is it like to live in 
Uganda? 

A contrasting locality 

Locational Knowledge                     Place Knowledge Human Geography Physical Geography 
Geographical Skills and 

Fieldwork  

Y3 Settlements to our shores 
Settlements, trade routes 

 
Y3 Settlements to our shores 

Settlements, trade routes 
 

Y3 Settlements to our shores 
Settlements, trade routes 

Y3: Journey Down the Nile 
Rivers 

  
Y3: Journey Down the Nile 

Rivers 
Y3: Journey Down the Nile 

Rivers 

Y3: The Romans 
Roman Invasion across Europe 

 
Y3: The Romans 

Roman Invasion across Europe 
 

Y3: The Romans 
Roman Invasion across Europe 

Y3 My Greek Island Holiday 
Europe and Greece study inc 
climates compared to the SW 

of the UK 

Y3 My Greek Island Holiday 
Europe and Greece study inc 
climates compared to the SW 

of the UK 

Y3 My Greek Island Holiday 
Europe and Greece study inc 
climates compared to the SW 

of the UK 

Y3 My Greek Island Holiday 
Europe and Greece study inc 
climates compared to the SW 

of the UK 

Y3 My Greek Island Holiday 
Europe and Greece study inc 
climates compared to the SW 

of the UK 

Y4: Living by The Severn 
Local geography and the water 

cycle 
 

Y4: Living by The Severn 
Local geography and the water 

cycle 
 

Y4: Living by The Severn 
Local geography and the water 

cycle 

  

Y4: Significant events in 
Thornbury’s past 

Local geography over the years 
inc OS maps 

 

Y4: Significant events in 
Thornbury’s past 

Local geography over the years 
inc OS maps 

Y4: Ancient Egypt 
Locations of significant 

features 
 

Y4: Ancient Egypt  
Locations of significant 

features 

Y4: Ancient Egypt  
Locations of significant 

features 

Y4: Ancient Egypt 
Locations of significant 

features 

    
Y5: to infinity and beyond 

Location of significant events 

Y5: Ancient Greece 
Locations of key features 

 
Y5: Ancient Greece 

Locations of key features 
Y5: Ancient Greece 

Locations of key features 
Y5: Ancient Greece 

Locations of key features 

  
Y5: Viking Invaders 
Invasion routes and 

settlements 
 

Y5: Viking Invaders 
Invasion routes and 

settlements 

Y5: Amazonia 
A study of the Amazon 

Y5: Amazonia 
A study of the Amazon 

Y5: Amazonia 
A study of the Amazon 

Y5: Amazonia 
A study of the Amazon 

Y5: Amazonia 
A study of the Amazon 



Y6: Wars that Changed the 
World 

Events around the world and 
the countries involved 

   

Y6: Wars that Changed the 
World 

Events around the world and 
the countries involved 

Y6: Explorers 
World mapping and navigation 

 
Y6: Explorers 

World mapping and navigation 
 

Y6: Explorers 
World mapping and navigation 

Y6: The Mayans 
Settlements 

 
Y6: The Mayans 

Settlements  
 

Y6: The Mayans 
Settlements 

 


